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89 cases with more to come 


disease for the state Department of sota reported results Thursday 


COVID-19 likely more widespread than known; officials want more tests 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


COVID-19 is probably circulating 
in your community even if one of 
your neighbors hasn’t tested posi- 


tive for the coronavirus. 


The Minnesota Department of 
Health reported another dozen cas- 
es of the coronavirus Thursday 
bringing the state total to 89. 
Patients are spread across 19 of 


Minnesota’s 87 counties with most 
of the cases in the populous Twin 
Cities metro. 

“The 89 cases really represents 
the tip of the iceberg,” said Kris 
Ehresmann, director of infectious 


Health. “We believe there is wide- 
spread transmission of COVID 
throughout the state.” 

Community transmission, so- 
called because cases are not tied to 
other known infections, has been 
identified in Ramsey, Dakota, Hen- 
nepin and Martin counties. Minne- 


from 276 tests, the smallest number 
in a week. 

Minnesota has screened more 
than 3,100 samples since testing 
began locally. The state lab has 
identified 67 of the positive cases 
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Above, Joseph Faniel, right, 
helps Barb Winter to her car 


outside of Justin Sutherland’s 


Public Kitchen + Bar 
restaurant in St. Paul, after 


Sutherland began giving away 


his and other restaurants’ 


excess produce on Thursday; 


at right, Sutherland, right, 


works with bartender Spencer 


Short to stock tables with 
produce to be given away at 
the Lowertown restaurant, 


which Sutherland said has so 


much produce that he 


collected it all to pass out. The 


restaurants were ordered 
closed this week to contain 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
Story, Page 1B. 
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Trump pressured to 
ramp up virus response 
States push back as aid package readied 


By Jill Colvin and Deb Riechmann 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Insisting the 
federal government is not a “ship- 
ping clerk,” President Donald 
Trump on Thursday called on 
states to do more to secure their 
own critically needed masks, ven- 
tilators and testing supplies as the 
pressure mounted on hospitals 
struggling to cope with a rising 
number of coronavirus patients. 

During another fast-moving day 
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next show. 


in the capital, Trump and his 
administration took additional, 
once-unthinkable steps to try to 
contain the pandemic. The State 
Department issued a new alert 
urging Americans not to travel 
abroad under any circumstances. 
And Trump said the government 
should take partial ownership of 
companies bailed out during the 
pandemic, a step that would mark 
an extraordinary federal reach 
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State jobless 


amid virus pandemic 


Walz’s order put thousands out of work 


By Dane Mizutani 
dmizutani@pioneerpress.com 


In a usual week around this 
time of year, Minnesota’s 
unemployment office process- 
es around 500 new applications 
per day, give or take. 

This, of course, has been any- 
thing but a usual week. 

More than 31,000 people in 
Minnesota applied for unem- 
ployment on Wednesday 
alone, according to the Minne- 
sota Department of Employ- 


Subscriber service 651-717-7377 


Ads & other info 651-222-1111 


claims spike 


ment and Economic Develop- 
ment (DEED), and as of 8 p.m. 
on Wednesday night, more 
than 72,000 people had applied 
for unemployment this week. 

That number will undoubted- 
ly continue to grow in the com- 
ing days. 

The drastic spike follows Gov. 
Tim Walz’s executive order on 
Monday night calling for a 
wide range of businesses to 
close in an attempt to slow the 
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Lack of 


supplies 
crimp flu 
testing 


Nasal swabs rationed 


for COVID-19 tests 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


The shortage of materials for coro- 
navirus testing is forcing a number 
of hospitals and clinics to halt most 
flu testing as well, hospital officials 
said Thursday. 

It’s the swabs. Those extra-long 
Q-tip-looking things used to collect 
samples from patients. They’re 
needed for both COVID-19 and flu. 
And there aren’t enough of them. 

Allina Health and HealthPartners, 
two major Twin Cities operators of 
hospitals and clinics, have both cur- 
tailed flu testing to conserve the 
swabs for COVID-19 testings, offi- 
cials said. They noted that they’re 
aware of other heath care providers 
taking similar measures, although 
representatives from other provid- 
ers could not be reached to discuss 
details Thursday evening. 

A spokesman for the Minnesota 
Department of Health did not say 
how widespread the flu-test ration- 
ing was, but emphasized that the 
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Sheriff's deputy 
acquitted in 
fatal shooting 


Officers faced armed 
man in Lake Elmo 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


A Washington County sheriffs 
deputy who fatally shot an armed 
suicidal man in 
Lake Elmo in 2018 
was acquitted 
Thursday of sec- 
ond-degree man- 
slaughter. 

After deliberating 
for about four hours 
Wednesday evening 
and about two 
hours Thursday 
morning, the Washington County 
jury reached its verdict about 11 
a.m. in the trial of deputy Brian 
Krook. 


Brian 
Krook 
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